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Although Grey was meticulous in keeping the French fully informed
of all the negotiations, the French were nevertheless a little nervous (cf.
B.D., VI, 664, 669f., 675, 687f., 690f., 726ff.). This nervousness of the
French naturally confirmed Grey in his determination not to make any
agreement with Germany which might increase French nervousness,
I, 319-20. Mr. Harold Nicolson, in the recent life of his father, draws
a very interesting contrast between the attitude of Sir Arthur Nicolson
and that of Sir Edward Grey in regard to the Entente with France (Lord
Carnock, p. 330ff.; cf, also B.D., VI, 739, 747-751). He says:
He [Sir Arthur Nicolson] desired, above all, that the solidarity of the
Triple Entente should be patent and proclaimed. He regarded the exist-
ing arrangements with France and Russia as possessing all the disadvan-
tages, and none of the benefits, of an alliance. He feared that the Ententes
were sufficiently binding to encourage people in St. Petersburg and Paris,
but not sufficiently binding to discourage people in Berlin. He considered
that in this vital matter the indolent British indulgence in half-measures
was not only dangerous but unfair. Unfair to- Germany: unfair to France
and Russia: unfair, above all, to British public opinion. He urged Sir
Edward Grey, in season and out of season, to make it clear to the world
exactly where we stood.
The Secretary of State, somewhat naturally, was annoyed by this
persistence. It is always irritating for a gentleman in a false position to
be assured by other gentlemen that his position is false. And from 1906
onwards Sir Edward Grey's position had been very illogical indeed. His
ignorance of Continental psychology had tempted him in the early days
of his office to under-estimate the importance which would be attached
abroad to "conversations" between General Stafs. His expert knowledge
of Ministerial and Parliamentary psychology convinced him, on the other
hand, that, once these conversations had been taken seriously by the
foreigners, the Cabinet would be extremely annoyed at not having been
informed at the time. ... In wishing to come into the open, to show the
solidarity and reliability of the Entente, Nicolson desired solely to avert
a European war. Whereas Grey's apprehensions were disturbed by his
simultaneous desire to avert a Parliamentary crisis.
I, 342, note 232. See also Graf Waldersee, "Von Deutschlands mili-
tarpolitischen Beziehungen zu Italian," in KSF, VII, 636-664, July, 1929.
I, 350. The reference to the myth of Germany's overwhelming su-
periority in numbers refers of course to the total forces available in
Germany, and in France and Belgium at the beginning of the war, and not
to the forces actually present in northeast France and Belgium at the
moment of the German invasion. Germany had a great military advan-
tage during the first weeks of the war owing to the fact that the French
deployed their main forces eastward between Mezieres and Belfort in-
stead of northeast to stop a German sweep through Belgium, either
because they did not feel sure that the Germans would come through
Belgium rapidly, or because of diplomatic policy—the fear that a French
deployment toward Belgium might look like a threat to Belgian neu-
trality—or because of the political and strategic hope of occupying quickly
Alsace a,nd Lorraine and so being beati pomdentes in the peace nego-
tiations at the close of a short war,

